
 
SS3390 Crime and Social Policy (10 ECTS) 

 
This module contains two sections: 
 
 The Carceral State which will run in  Michaelmas term 
 Contemporary Issues in Criminal Justice Policy which will run in Hilary 

term  
Title: 

 Section One - The Carceral State   (5 ECTS) 
Module 
Content/Outline: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Learning Outcomes: 

Over the past three decades, the United States has 
built a carceral state that is unprecedented among 
Western countries and in US history. The growth of 
the prison population and the retributive turn in US 
penal policy are well documented, but the political 
causes and consequences of this massive 
expansion are not well understood. The wider 
political consequences and analytical implications of 
the carceral state are a new and expanding area of 
interest. This course will explore and debate the 
various explanations offered for the rise of the 
Carceral State in the US and the degree to which 
these policies are likely to transfer to Europe.  

 
 At the end of the module students should:  

• be familiar with the scale of imprisonment in 
North America and Europe;  

• understand the key drivers underpinning 
recent increases in rates of imprisonment;  

• be able to analyse and understand variations 
in rates of imprisonment  

• develop a critical awareness of the role of 
imprisonment in structuring contemporary 
societies.   

Lecturer(s): Dr. Eoin O Sullivan 
Lectures &Tutorials/       
Contact hours: 
 

Two hours lectures and one tutorial per week 
(Michaelmas Term). 

Recommended Texts/           
Key Reading: 
 
 
 

Tonry, M. ((Ed) (2007) Crime, Punishment and 
Politics in Comparative Perspective. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press. 
Useem, B. and Morrison Piehl, A. (2008) Prison 
State: The Challenge of Mass Incarceration.  
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Assessment 
 
Date for submission 
 
 
Penalties for late 
submission 
 

1 essay / assignment 100% of final grade for this 
section  
 

To be advised 
 
 
 
To be advised 

 



Title: Section Two - Contemporary Issues in Criminal 
Justice Policy (5 ECTS)      

Course Content/Outline: 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Learning Outcomes 

The module will explore the rise of new forms of 
urban policing and the regulation of ‘incivilities’, with 
a particular focus on the construction of ‘disorderly’, 
‘disreputable’ and ‘anti-social behaviour’. 

  
At the end of the module students should:  

• be familiar with the emergence of the 
concept of ‘anti-social behaviour’;  

• understand theoretical and methodological 
underpinnings of the concept and the 
implications for public policy  

• understand how such policies are 
implemented across a range of jurisdictions  

• develop a critical awareness of the blurring of 
civil and criminal law. 

Lecturer(s): Dr. Eoin O Sullivan 
Lectures &Tutorials/       
Contact hours: 
 

Two hours lectures and one tutorial per week. 
(Hilary term) 

Recommended Texts/           
Key Reading: 
 
 
 

Beckett, K. and Herbert, S. (2010) Banished: The 
New Social Control in Urban America. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press.  

Examination 
 

1 x end -of -year exam - 100% of overall grade 

for this section 
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